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Institute spills beans
on NIT admission gaffe

Disowns Normalization, Blames CBSE, Govt

Akshaya Mukul | TNN

New Delhi: Indian Statistical
Institute (ISI), Kolkata, has
blown the lid off the story be-
hind the normalization of
class XII and JEE (Main) that
was used for admission in
prestigious NITs.

. Blaming the HRD ministry
and the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education for the nor-
malization that was eventual-
ly arrived at, ISI has distanced
itself from the formula. It has
said the suggestions made by
the S K Joshi committee — of
which the ISI was a vital part
— were partially disregarded.

ISI had said last Septem-
ber when the S K Joshi com-
mittee held its first meeting,
CBSE chairman Vineet Joshi

‘told the panel that he has

Indian Statistical
Institute said :
suggestions made by
the Joshi committee

- of which the

institute was a vital
part — were partially
disregarded

hired Jim Tognolini and John
Twing of Indian Centre for
Assessment Evaluation and
Research to suggest how to
normalize Board score. The
report by Tognolini-Twing,
ISI says, started with the
premise that some Boards
have more able students and
suggested that the perform-
ance of students of different
Boards in JEE (Main) be used
to differentially adjust the
scores of these Boards. ISI

said this suggestion would
benefit a CBSE student at the
expense of a non-CBSE stu-
dent with identical percentile.
ISI said CBSE chairman
set up a core committee to
shore up support for differen-
tial normalization method.
Some data was received from
Glenn Rowley of the Austra-
lian Council for Educational
Research, and some support-
ing data analysis from IIT-
Kanpur teachers. The Joshi
panel decided to include the
Core Committee formed by
the CBSE head in all its subse-
quent meetings. On October
31, the Core Committee did
not support the approach pro-
moted by the CBSE chairman
and flaws were pointed out.
For thefull report, logon to
www.timesofindia.com
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Nasa telescope may get new
lease of life as asteroid hunter

“yasa is considering re-
Nactivating a moth-
balled space telescope
to help find asteroids that
could be on a collision course
with Earth, according to a se-
nior US space agency official.
Launched in December
2009, the Wide-field Infrared
Survey Explorer, or WISE,
telescope spent about a year
taking pictures for an all-sky
map. With its infrared detec-
tors, WISE was able to peer
through thick layers of dust
and see even relatively dim
objects such as cool brown
dwarf stars in great detail.
Nasa then put WISE to
work on another mission

An artist's concept of Wide-field
Infrared Survey Explorer

looking for asteroids and
comets in the solar system.
Of particular interest were
objects in orbits that pass rel-
atively close to Earth.

WISE found about 150
near-Earth asteroids, includ-

ing 20 that were potentially
hazardous, before funding
for the project ran out. The
telescope was put into hiber-
nation in February 2011. \

Nasa isnow reviewing op-
tions for enhancing its aste-
roid-hunting efforts includ-
ing bringing WISE out of
hibernation, Lindley John-
son, who oversees the agen-
cy’s Near-Earth Objects ob-
servations programme, said
this week. This follows Feb-
ruary’s explosion of a small
asteroid in the skies above -
Russia and the near-Earth
passage of a larger one the
same day. REUTERS
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New norms to curb conflict
interest In [T boards or

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA @
NEW DELHI

Witlh ‘conflitci: of interest’
aguing the governin
bodief otgzgmge of th%(;ITs, thg
HRD Ministry is considering
framing a new set of guidelines
for constitution of Board of
Governors (BoG).
“Chairman and members
should not have any direct or
indirect business dealing with
their Institutes during their
tenure and for a certain period
after completion of his or her
tenure,” said a top HRD
Ministry official. According to
the new draft proposal, the
Chairman and Members of
the BoG would have to first
declare their business interest
and stakes wherever to check
allegation of conflict of Interest.
The matter is likely to be
taken wup by HRD
Minister MM Pallam Raju dur-
ing the end of this month
when he convenes a review
meeting on IITs, '
On the agenda is the con-
troversial percentile and nor-
malisation system that has
invited protests from aspirants
across the country and the
need to decide whether to con-
tinue with the new pattern of
IIT-JEE in 2014 also.
All the BoG Chairman,
Chairman JEE, CBSE
Chairman and top officials of
HRD will attend the meet.
HCL Chairman Shiv Nadar
is currently facing allegations of
conflict of interest. The HRD
Ministry, CVC and PMO have
sought a response on the mat-
ter from IIT Kharagpur as
Nadar is Chairman of the BoG

of
cards

According to the new draft
proposal, the Chairman and
Members of the BoG would have to
first declare their business interest
and stakes, wherever, to check
allegations of conflict of interest

of the institute. The Pioneer had
reported about Nadar’s busi-
ness dealings with IIT and
how his software company is
being benefited due to his
position. Nadar was nominat-
ed Chairman BoG by the then
Visitor President Pratibha Patil.

“In cases where business is
inevitable because no alterna-
tive source of supply is available
for the product or the service,
an appropriate intimation and
proper justification must be
sent to the HRD Ministry and
Visitor for information and
record. Complete details of
such dealings should be made
public, pointed the official.

The new guidelines would
be applicable to the Director
(ex-officio Board Member),
Institute's Registrar (who is
also Secretary of most of bod-
ies of the Institute like the
Finance Committee, Buildin
and Works Committee an
the Senate), and other author-
ities, who are permanent invi-
tees of the Board.

Further, in what may affect
the fortunes of many who used
to receive honorary degrees
from IITs while holding a post
in BoG, the Chairman and
members of the Board would
not have to receive any hon-
orary degrees, fellowships or.
awards from the Institute dur-
ing the tenure and for couple of,
year thereafter. .

The Centrally Funded
Technical Institutes (CFTI) are,
managed and governed by a
Governing Body made up of]
educationists, administrators,
and industrialists from the,
country. The Chairman of the,
BoG is nominated by the
Visitor while its members are!
nominated / selected by the|
respective Council, Central /|
State Governments and!
Senates. According to thel
Institutes of Technology Act,
1961 the Board would be!
responsible for the general
superintendence, direction and'
control of the affairs of the'
Institute.

i
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‘New formula helps more
girl, rural students crack JEE

mw'| TNN

New Delhi: Faced with
widespread criticism of the
normalization method in
JEE Mains, the CBSE has
now claimed that due to
the new pattern, representa-
tion of students from rural
backgrounds as well as of
girl students has shown re-
markable improvement.

In 2013, there were 136 stu-
dents with rural background
among the top thousand
rankers. In 2012, there were
only 90 students from rural
India. Urban student repre-
sentation went down to 864
this year from 910 in 2012. Ru-
ral representation also
showed gradual growth
amongthefirsttwo, threeand
four thousand rank holders.

Among the top 5,000

Among the top
5,000, there were
861, or 17.22%,
students from rural

_, to 13.4%
last year. As for
female students,
136 made it to the

top-1,000 this year
against 96 last year

rankers, there were 861, or
17.22%, students from rural
background compared to
13.4% last year. Urban repre-
sentation among the top 5000
came down to 82.78% in 2013
from 86.6% last year.

Female students, figures
showed, increased their pres-
ence among the toppers. This
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year,among the top thousand
rankers, there were 136 fe-
malestudents, and 749among
the top 5,000 rankers. Male
representation among the

t0904 last year and 924 in 2011.
Students from govern-
ment schools are also begin-
ning to make a slow but stea-
dy presence among top rank- ’
ers. But the rate is slower.
Last year, 89 government sch-
ool students were in the first

‘one thousand. In 2013, it went

up to 117. In the top 5,000, th-
ere were 624 such students,
up from last year’s 545. Pri-
vate school students, howev-
er, continue to dominate.
This year, of the top-1,000,883
students were from private
schools, a marginal decline
from last year’s911.
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Multiple Exams?

ry ‘lmhtd!heSup:mCm;t
order:

Minister
theideaofareview be
soastoavoid “confusion and frustra-
tion” among students, even as Tamil

Nadu

theNEET, %
Law minister Kapil Sibal had told ET
onT that would
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Common Entrance Test or
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The govt is thinking of challenging the scrapping of
acommon National Eligibility and Entrance Test for

® medical programmes, but students are in two minds

Before NEET

challenge the apex court’s July 18
challeny »July o ruling Came into
tohokdacommon National Eligibilty the Picture....
and Entrance Test (NEET) for the entire i
country, leaving the private institut Prior to the introduction of
the NEET, the all-India
Nearly fourlakh its compete for
about’35,000 3a8ts {1271 Medice cot. examinations were
leges, of which 138 are public institutions conducted for 15% of seats
and 133 are privately run. There are in government medical
colleges. States organised
Dy the Centralboarduf Secondary their own common entrance
vatecolleges. o~ examination for a sizeable
“Itismuch better to have one exam,” . in271medical colleges, percentage (50% or more) of
e e 77 ofwhich138 are public Shaets srhits s
wellin one exam, instead of § ae et o et et it w_. < colleges - private and some
s S public institutions -
tests,” shesaid, adding that students 5‘/ conducted separate
-y examinations. The NEET
ﬁ;-w. S proposed to change this. All
-Hemanth, w} second year students would be givenan
S ndion]collems InRAGINAE Hin ¢ all-India ranking and a state
isnot ideaas it ranking, and students could
be admitted either on the
Dation “_“:‘u'm_:;f:ﬂmﬂldm : basis of their all-India
perform X middlingor
lowrank, then immediately my choice performance o, if they
of colleges wmmumm.muno:w were to opt for the state
hand, if ptic can
quota, the state ranking
beintherunningforaseatina col-
legeevenfldobadly inatost - Hemanth would be used.
 Before the introduction of the NEET, State Quotas
N ———
ARSI IaN okl Ao The NEET addressed the
—_— 4* o concerns of the state
for asizeable percentage (50% ormore) b governments by creating
of theseats, and individual colleges number of entrance tests. with their corr and it would the system of separate
-pr The NEET b Rsd5lakh  helpalot, deser state-wise rankings and
o mm'ﬂn ?f"‘m‘ y creat- andRs1crore. A butal nation, inbr pl g for state
NEET W........ dunq‘ his.. ng- ng the system of separate: nme-‘;?: Vlknmstngex.headoﬂhs Noida - n':rehl:vd lofcorruption™. i quotas. Minority institutions
i d quotas. Minority institutions would stitution, said, “Thesingletestisagood  lower financial outlay that comes with would still maintain their
couldbeadmittedeitheronthebasisof  still maintain their quotaand private idea. It d appearing for asingle examination, quota and private colleges
theirall-India perfo ifthey llege 1d withasystem students, butal: d to the pr doing away with the need to travel to could continue with a
opt for thestate of quota. Theonly condi-  tiy at. A test acrossthe country toappear for the
ranking would be used. tion was that all students would have to tests, made the NEET a winner for system of management
Formany 11-Indi: by Jouad p&e it Astore will h: beit mnﬁ well. T(hiush someuqt;e& quota. The only condition
on of formance com- ingor " jon the decision to keep prestigious
_“?nmugmunbenndbyﬁm mon entrance test. h d endto institutes like Armed Forces Medical was that all students would
d criterion. So T h this practice, Justice AR Dave inhis35-  College and the All India Institute of have to be sourced from the
it most pr 1l “A note, argued Medical Sciences (AIIMS) outside the merit list prepared on the
larger number of seats, improving the exam d fe u:‘ f! test fml:ié:’hm '“’;}'f:’;?um’ uh basis of performance inthe -
e daig % » d Ak t,
B B T T e o e A A O T hency, common entrance test.
itinthe idea the likeinother areat would be constrained tostop Ramasami Committee, set up

bylaw minister Kapil Sibal during his
human resour

minister to fashion a single exam for

engineeringand sciences, also received

overwhelming positive feedback from

the public.

Despite the positive feedback getting
asingle examination on track has been
somethingof an Herculean task. A
senior official who served in the HRD
ministry during former minister Murli
_;M‘l“mhu.lashl's tenure said, “We tried

en-
. It was opposed by institutes
like the IITsand BITs. We did manage to

get the All India Engineering Entrance -

on track with the National
Institutes of Technology, and other pub-
lic institution, but it was ona voluntary
basis. For management courses, we
were not that successful, though we did
manage to work outa compromise by
identifying five examinations, which in-
stitutes could use to admit students. But
itnever got to the implementation stage
asthe government c} 4
“The real problem,"” as a senior pri-

vate college administrator said on the
condition of anonymity, “is that most
of these private collegés are owned by
politicians and businessmen or their

nts. Many look on the educational
institute as a way to make money. Until
this is addressed, acommon entrance

* examination is bound toremaina

Sisyphean task.”
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Learn anyt

The MIT professor on
how online courses
are revolutionizing
education and how a

YT A ey e et s —

In India, many
students take
tuition. Instead,
they can take
MOOCs for free and
ask renowned
professors for help

By PrAsHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

DELMI

assive online open
courses (MOOCs) are
revolutionizing the ed-

ucation space, racking up stu-
dents all over the world in the
millions. EdX, a joint venture of
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Harvard
University and one of the pio-
neers of the , was set

Mint ND 03-Aug-13 P-4

We want to give it the shape of
an interactive course and a cer-
tificate for those who complete
it. We wanted to create a stu-
dents’ community (like an alum-
ni network). In short, we wanted
to move from content on the
Web to the 3Cs—course, com-
munity and certificate! Then
Harvard joined and we become
edX. The initial investment was
$60 million with a view that all
courses need to be good quality.
Graduall 55

up in May last year with an initial
investment of $60 million and
has more than a million students
for its free courses. Indians con-
stitute the second largest group
of students after the US.

Coursera, founded by compu-
ter science professors at Stanford
University in April last year, has
also been enrolling students all
over the world.

In an interview, edX president
and MIT professor Anant Agar-
wal spoke about MOOCs, and
how they could become an alter-
native to on-campus learning.
He also spoke about partnering
the Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IT), Bombay, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, and shift-
ing to a paid platform to create a
revenue stream. Edited excerpts:

Tell us about MOOCs and how edX

happened?

MIT has a long history of open
content. Then there came Khan
Academy in the US (set up by)
Salman Khan (in 2006). He was
my student and an inspiration
for the MOOCs movement. EdX
started as an MIT venture in De-
cember 2011. It was called
MIT-x. Then MIT thought, we
need to take open courses to the
next level, beyond content on
the Web which is unidirectional.

y many

joined from different countries.
Soon University of Australia will
put up courses on Hindi and
Sanskrit.

MOOCs empowers learning
and a revolution in the educa-
tion space. Learn anytime, any-
where and largely free. We now
have a presence in over 50 coun-
tries and top universities from
MIT to Berkeley, from the Uni-
versity of Toronto to China’s Pe-
king University and Kyoto Uni-
versity of Japan are part of edX.
These courses have received
mass acceptance.

What

1f you look at the figures, the
US contributes 30% of the stu-
dents enrolled on our courses.
India is significant. Since we
launched (May 2012), some
150,000 (13%) are Indian stu-
dents. This is the second highest
contingent, third is the UK and
fourth Brazil with 40,000 stu-
dents each enrolled with edX.

India is debating how to provide

quality access to higher education

to a large population. But the gaps
are evident. Do you see an oppor-
tunity?

As a first step you can take it as
micro-education. You can get
content, teaching and professors
online. In India, many students

take tuition. Instead, they can
take MOOC:s for free and ask re-
nowned professors for help. This
could be interesting micro-edu-
cation—not secondary, but pri-
mary source of learning. The first
part is content, second is tutorial
and the third is competence-
based assessment. It's a com-
plete package.

You have signed a

with IIT Bombay. What kind of

content and revenue agreement do

you have?

as partnered with the

best ifStitutions in the world.
The IITs are among the best and
IIT Bombay is now our first Indi-
an partner. Three things will
happen. First they will be offer-
ing MOOCs on our platform with
a brand name like IIT-Bombay-X

another model is we have began
working with corporations and
NGOs, who want to offer courses
on our platform. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has
come in as a collaborator in
June. They will offer courses on
finance, debt and so on to gov-
emments around the world.
They are even using the edX
platform to create those courses.
IMF is paying edX for that. We
are talking to several companies
in India and abroad for such col-
laborations. The fee could be
based on the number of students
or a flat fee per company.

We are non-profit, but not
loss-making. We have 75 em-
ployees and like any other Amer-

and it will be taken up by Indian
and foreign students. They will
develop open-source software
aiding the edX platform. Third,
they can provide MOOCs to oth-
er universities in India by can-
textualizing them as per the local
requirements.

We have nearly 60 courses
right now ranging from law to

= : £

ime, anywhere and largely for free

good, but I believe we can im-
prove further. We can teach
through blended learning—a
mix of both classroom and on-
line—for a better result. Last Au-
gust, we did an experiment in a
university to offer blended
courses—the results were stun-
ning. Traditionally, the courses
have a 59% pass rate, in the
blended class it touched 91%. I
think online education with a lit-
tle bit of campus is a better mod-
el than 100% campus. I think
90% of virtual lab and 10% of
physical lab is better. On the vir-
tual lab, the number of experi-
ments one can do is immense
and it does not have limitations.

MOOCs are in their early days.

ican company with similar scale, How do you keep the courses up to
our requi is no diffe date?
Every university is yellow notes stay

pending be-
tween $10,000 to half a million
dollars to produce a course de-
pending on the quality, efforts
and duration. And these courses
could be two weeks to a semester
long. We hope to break-even in
the next three years.

Some

S, sci-
ence and business management,
humanities, etc. IIT Bombay can
offer some of them as it is and
others can be modified as per lo-
cal requirements. We are talking
to other top institutes, including
several IITs, to form partner-

ships.
What's your revenue source?
Currently, we are offering

MOOC:s for free and even certifi-
cates are free. But in future we
will start ch d

courses are
known for their quality. For us
the most important thing is:
have the students learnt. I think
the quality of a pure online
course can be better than the
quality of an on-campus course.
The pure lecture form of educa-
tion is not working these days. In
the online format, it could be
more engaging. What we do is
replace the lecture with learning
sequences, inter-linked videos
and i i ises. We in-

Once we get the revenue, it will
be shared between edX and part-
ners. We are working on a sus-
tainable revenue model. One is
we will begin charging students;

troduced a games lab, allowed
social forums for discussions,
virtual labs and we promote use
of simulation.

The quality of our courses is

with professors for years. He
teaches the same swff and
cracks the same joke year after
year, but in the MOOCs era you
have to constantly change and
upgrade. Else (students won't
come).

1 think online learning is like a
rising tide. Professors have to re-
invent themselves. Instead of
dwelling on the old yellow notes,
they can improve on the online
content and spend more time
one-on-one with students help-
ing them how to learn, how to
collaborate. Slowly, lectures and
yellow notes will become redun-
dant.

There are two types of open
source—one is open-source con-
tent and another, open-source
platform. MOOCs on edX plat-
form is free, but you cannot copy
or modify it. It's the future!

Rirans
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Aakash 4 to be avallable by Jan 2014:: Sibal

P-3

New Delhi, Aug 2: The government has
finalised specifications of next version
of low-cost tablet Aakash which would
beready by January2014, telecomand IT
minister Kapil Sibal said on Friday.

“Yesterday we had meeting on the
Aakash. The generation 4 Aakash is
ready, all the specifications are frozen,"
Sibal said while addressing the Telecom
Summit here.

The minister also said that around 12
manufacturers from around the world
areready tomake the tablet in India.

"There isnoproblem in terms of man-
ufacture. In fact lines are ready for man-

ufacture, what they need is orders. Now
that specifications are frozen, we hope
that the Aakash will be available to the

peopleof Indiaby January2014," hesaid.

The Directorate General of Supplies
and Disposals (DGS&D) will start the
process for orders, headded.

Final specifications of the new
Aakash tablet, however, could not be as-
certained. As per proposed specifica-
tions, the latest version of Aakash
should be capable of supporting 4G ser-
vices, phone calling features, 4 GB in
builtstorageand bluetooth connectivity.

Government had sourced previous
versionof Aakashtabletfor$49.98which
translated in to 32,276.

PTI



